
BAWDRIP PARISH COUNCIL 
 
A remote meeting of Bawdrip Parish Council was held via Zoom on Tuesday, 
1st September 2020 at 7.30 pm. 

 
Present: Parish Councillors: Mr R Culverhouse, Mr R Atkins (Vice Chairman),  Mr 
P Clarke and Mr D Rayner; Ward County Councillor, Mr D Hall; Clerk, Graham 
Jarvis together with two members of the public. 

 
The Chairman welcomed Steve Haskayne (Lead Project Manager National Grid), 
Gillian Burnell (Communications Manager National Grid), Julian Hutchinson (Senior 
Project manager Balfour Beatty) and Like Jackson (Traffic and Transport Balfour 
Beatty). A presentation followed on the Hinkley Point Connection project which 
involved the construction of 35 miles of power cables from the sub station on the 
A372 to Avonmouth. Work on the section that involved Bawdrip was due to start 
shortly and would involve traffic lights at the Horsey end of the A39 and weekend 
lane closures on a section leading to Puriton Hill. The aim was to minimise traffic 
disruption and those measurers would be consecutive and not concurrent. 

 
A period of questions and answers followed, the guests were then thanked on behalf 
of those present by the Chairman. 

 
Copies of the presentation slides are appended to the signed copy of the minutes of 
this meeting. 

 
Public Speaking Time:  No topics raised. 

 
* * * * * 

 
23. Apologies for Absence, Disclosures of Interest and Dispensations. 

An apology for absence was received from Parish Councillor Mrs G Burfitt 
(unwell) and accepted. Apologies were also received from Ward District 
Councillors Ms L Perry and Mr A Betty who were experiencing technical 
problems with their computer equipment. Mr Culverhouse disclosed a 
prejudicial pecuniary interest as the applicant in respect of planning 
application 04/20/00006. 

 
24. Minutes of Previous Meetings. 

The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 7th July 2020 were 
presented, confirmed as a complete and correct record and signed by the 
Chairman. 

 
25. Matters Arising: 

a) 17 – Potential Local Government Reform in Somerset: The Chairman 
reported on an event arranged by SALC on 16th July. About 35 attended 
including representatives of Somerset County Council, there were no 
representatives from the Somerset District Councils.  Fears were 
expressed that if a single unitary authority was created the number of 
elected Councillors would be fewer and a reduction in local democracy. 
Town and Parish Council would be able to take on additional functions. 
Since the meeting the District Councils have proposed an alternative two 
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unitary council options on an east / west split. The final decision would be 
made by central government. 

b) 18b - Speed Indicating Device: The Chairman reported that 
disappointingly there had only been a single response to the appeal for 
volunteers. Although more assistance was required it was agreed to 
proceed and contact the volunteer and seek their technical expertise on 
available options. 

c) 18c – Council Land Management Plan: The Chairman reported that the 
expected visit by Dr Smith had taken place. A draft report had arrived that 
day and would be circulated to Members for comment and discussed at a 
future Parish Council Meeting. Encroachment – further to Minute 9b – 9th 

June 2020; the Chairman noted that the unauthorised planting to the south 
west of the open space had been removed. It was agreed that some (or 
all) of the items on the opposite side, planted by a former resident, also 
needed to be removed and the general area tidied-up probably by an 
outside contractor. Once this had been carried-out the aim would be to try 
and match the up-keep arrangements in place regarding the Village 
Green. 

d) 20c – Parish Path Liaison Officer: The Chairman was pleased to report 
that Mr Jim Bagnell had volunteered for the position. Contact details would 
be circulated and Mr Bagnall would welcome volunteers to support him in 
his new role as the Parish contained numerous footpaths and bridleways. 
It was agreed that the appointment be confirmed and appreciation 
expressed to Mr Bagnall for volunteering. 

e) 20d – Annual Village Tidy-up on 12th September: SDC had agreed to 
supply the usual equipment; the event would start at 10.00 am in the 
Parish Hall car park. Due to Covid-19 regrettably no refreshments would 
be provided this year. Social distancing would be observed The 
Environment Agency and the village school had been approached to ask if 
they wished to be involved. 

 
26. County Councillor’s Report. 

Mr Hall referred to recent incidents where surface water had run-off from the 
A39 in the general area of the Knowle Inn resulting in localised flooding.  The 
problem was likely due to the increased level of the road as part of 
improvement works undertaken earlier in the summer. He had raised the 
matter with the Highways department and had yet to receive a response and 
would continue to pursue the matter. Mr Hall mentioned that the construction 
of Hinkley Point C was progressing well and that and  that drilling rig was now 
in place off the coast to construct the new water extraction pipe. 

 
27. District Councillors’ Report – None. 

 
(Mr Hall left the meeting). 

 
28. Planning Matters. 

a) Applications: 
i) 04/20/00006 

Proposal: Erection of single storey extension to (west) 
elevation including extension to existing 
balcony at Shannon, 11 Bawdrip Lane, 
Bawdrip, Bridgwater TA7 8PS. 
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Applicant: Mr R Culverhouse. 
 

Mr Culverhouse having disclosed a pecuniary interest left the 
meeting where upon the Vice Chairman, Mr Atkins, chaired the 
item. 
Resolved: that no comment be made on the application as 
submitted. 

 
Mr Culverhouse returned to the meeting and resumed as 
Chairman. 

 
ii) 04/20/00007 

Proposal: Removal of existing slate roof retaining slates 
for re-use, replacement cement fillets, under 
felting and battens and facias.  Roof timbers 
and chimney stacks to be repaired, uprate loft 
insulation, retain existing metal guttering and 
the re-use of existing ridge titles at 8 Church 
Road, Bawdrip, Bridgwater TA7 8PU. 

Applicant: Mrs Davies. 
Resolved: That the application as submitted be supported 

as it was considered that the proposed works 
were necessary to maintain the building in an 
appropriate condition. 

 
iii) 04/20/00008 

Proposal: Erection of single storey extension to rear 
(South) elevation and porch to front (North) 
elevation. Erection of a single storey storage 
unit on site of existing to be demolished at 
Kings Cottage, 10A Eastside Lane, Bawdrip, 
Bridgwater TA7 8QB. 

Applicant: Mr & Mrs Haggett. 
Resolved: that no comment be made on the 
application as submitted. 

 
iv) 04/20/00009 (Tree Works) 

Proposal: (W1) (145) Ash & 2 Elms – Fell Ash (150) – 
Coppice to stumps.  Turkey Oak (151) – 
Reduce co-leader on road side (West) by 3m at 
Knowle Hall, Bath Road, Bawdrip TA7 8PJ. 

Applicant: Mr Phillips. 
Resolved: To object to the application as submitted, the 

Council had yet to be persuaded for the reason 
for the proposed felling and would welcome an 
opportunity for Council representatives to 
attend a site visit with interested parties. 
Disappointment was expressed that no 
reference had been made for the provision of 
replacement trees. 

v) 04/20/00010 (Tree Works) 
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Proposal: (W1) Group A – 11 Poplars & Group B – 21 
Poplars – Fell and replace with a native 
species at Knowle Hall, Bath Road, Bawdrip 
TA7 8PJ. 

Applicant: Mr Phillips. 
Resolved: To object to the application as submitted, the 

Council had yet to be persuaded for the reason 
for the proposed felling and would welcome an 
opportunity for Council representatives to 
attend a site visit with interested parties. 
Disappointment was expressed at the absence 
of a detailed plan regarding replanting by native 
species. 

 
vi) 54/20/00009 

Proposal: Outline planning application with some matters 
reserved for the erection of up to 125 dwellings with public 
open space, landscaping, sustainable drainage system 
(SuDS), formation of vehicular access and off site 
improvements to the A39/ B3141 Woolavington Hill junction. 
Location: Land north of, Cossington Lane, 

Woolavington. TA7. 
Applicant: Gladman Developments Ltd. 
The Council noted the similarities between this and 
application 54/18/00008 (as revised) which the applicant had 
recently submitted to the Planning Inspectorate for 
determination. The Council and Woolavington P C had both 
objected to that application; Minute 117 a – 4th February 
2020 refers. It was resolved to object to “new” application for 
the same reasons. 

 
b) Decision made by the Local Planning Authority to be noted - 

None. 
 

c) Knowle Hill Filtration Site. 
The Chairman reported that he and the Clerk, together with similar 
representation from Woolavington and Puriton Parish Councils, had 
by invitation from This is Gravity Limited attended a briefing on 12th 

August at the 37 Club in Puriton. As part of the purchase of the 
former ROF site Gravity also acquired the redundant water storage 
and filtration site near the summit of Knowle Hill, which is in 
Bawdrip. Plans were outlined to create a new community of six, low- 
carbon homes on the site. A public consultation was expected to 
begin shortly prior to submission of a formal planning application. 
There was agreement that the situation be noted. 

 
d) Application 04/19/00010. 

The Clerk was asked to approach SDC as the outward aspect of the 
structure appeared to differ from the approved plans. 
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29. Provision of out Door Gym Equipment. 
Further to Minute 126a – 3rd March 2020; Mr Clarke reported that the 
Environment Agency had given consent for use of their land to site 
equipment.  He was in the process of obtaining quotes for the equipment 
which would enable an application to be made to release RLT2 monies 
from SDC to assist with the financing of the project. 

 
30. Financial Matters. 

a) The following Payments were confirmed/approved: 
i) Carly Press Limited – Heritage Trail Leaflets - £200.00 

Cheque No. 621. 
ii) Somerset Playing Fields’ Assoc – Subscription - £15.00 – 

Cheque No.622. 
iii) CPRE – Subscription - £36.00 – Cheque No.623. 
iv) Sedgemoor District Council – Tree Works - £384.00 (£320.00 + 

£64.00 VAT) – Cheque No. 624. 
v) SolarSam – defibrillator connection - £65.00 – Cheque No.625. 
vi) Mr R Culverhouse - Re-imbursements “Zoom Fee” - £28.78 

(£23.98 + £4.80 VAT) – Cheque No. 626. 
vii) Citizens Advice Sedgemoor – Grant - £40.00 – Cheque No. 

627. 
viii) Mr R Culverhouse - Re-imbursement Heritage Project - 

£18.50 (£15.42 +£3.08 VAT) – Cheque No. 628. 
 

b) Other Financial Matters - None 
 
31. Roads and Footpaths. 

a) Church Yard Wall. 
Further to Minute 96b – 3rd December 2019; Members noted that 
work had begun to repair the wall and to enable safe working 
barriers had been erected in Church Road which narrowed the 
highway. Mr Clarke mentioned that the school was due to re-open 
later that week and there was likely to be more congestion than 
usual surrounding school opening and closing times. 

b) Pavement A39. 
Disappointment was expressed that the visible width of the pavement 
from the junction of Bawdrip Lane towards the Knowle Inn had reduced 
due to the encroachment grass from the roadside verge. 

 
32. Topics for future Meetings: Church Bells, Wall opposite Barkers Farm, 

SID Update. 
 
33. Date of next Meeting – Tuesday, 6th October 2020 at 7.30 pm. 

Meeting Closed 9.25 pm 

Chairman 


