
 

BAWDRIP PARISH COUNCIL   
 

A Meeting of Bawdrip Parish Council was held in the Parish Hall, Eastside Lane, 
Bawdrip on Tuesday, 2nd November 2021 at 7.30 pm. 
 
Present:  Parish Councillors: Mr R Culverhouse (Chairman), Mr R Atkins (Vice 
Chairman), Mr P Clarke, Mr K Hewson and Mr D Rayner; Ward County Councillor 
Mr D Hall; Ward District Councillor: Ms L Perry; Clerk, Graham Jarvis together with 
seven members of the public. 

 
 

Public Speaking Time: Topics raised: - Heavy vehicles eroding verges and road 
  surface in Eastside Lane.  (Already reported 
  to County Highways – refer to October  
  meeting). 

   Desire for correspondence box to be re- 
  instated – refer to Minute 43 below. 

   Suggestion that the bonus oak tree be  
  planted in an open field – refer to Minute 
  48c below. 

   Inconsiderate Parking – refer to Minute 44b 
  below.  

  
 * * * * * 

 
46.  Apologies for Absence, Disclosures of Interest and Dispensations.  
 An apology for absence was received from Ward District Councillor Mr A 
 Betty.  Ward District Councillor Ms Perry disclosed an interest as a Member of 
 the District Council’s Development Committee.  No other disclosures of 
 Interest were made. Mr Culverhouse held a dispensation from the Code of 
 Conduct on the subject of the Bawdrip Village website.       

 
47. Minutes of Previous Meeting. 

 A proposal by Mr Culverhouse and seconded by Mr Atkins that the minutes as 
 presented for the Parish Council meeting held on 5th October 2021 be 
 approved as a complete and correct record was carried. The minutes were 
 then signed by the Chairman.   
 

48.  Matters Arising. 
 a) 41a - Speed Indicating Device – The Chairman reported that there was 
  an unfortunately delay in the fitting of the device which would be  
  completed as soon as possible.  Once the unit was fully operational  
  Members agreed that it would be desirable to have a second site where 
  the device could be moved from time to time.  The preferred location  
  would be on the A39 adjacent to the  Bawdrip Lane Junction facing the 
  traffic from the Street direction.  The cost was expected to be in the region 
  of £500, provision would be made when budgets and the precept are  
  discussed at the January meeting.     
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b) 41b – Local Government Reform in Somerset – The Chairman reported 
that he and the Clerk had attended a Conference on 7th October. About 
100 delegates were present. There was still considerable uncertainty as to 
how the process would advance – a considerable amount of ground still 
needed to be covered.  If the new Council were to be up and running by 1st 
April 2023 the timetable for elections in May 2022 was very tight. The aim 
for more local involvement and delegation of services was mentioned and 
the relationship between the Unitary Authority and other elected bodies 
would need to evolve. A speaker from Wiltshire which became Unitary 
twelve years ago stated that “they were still learning”. There was an 
intention for further events to be held as more information became 
available.  Agreed that the situation be noted.  

 
c) 41c - Council Land Management/Maintenance – The Chairman reported 

that the fencing provided by Eurimix was complete and favourable 
comments had been received.  Despite reminders a quotation from 
Sedgemoor District Council for the second phase of the horticultural work 
had still not materialised.  Councillor Liz Perry offered to pursue the 
matter. Sedgemoor Tree Scheme - the trees (including the bonus oak) 
were expected to be available later in the month in readiness of National 
Tree Week which begins on Saturday, 27th November.  The three trees 
would be planted at appropriate locations in the Parish.  The expected 
sack of daffodil had been received and would be distributed for planting in 
communal areas.  

 
49.  County Councillor’s Report. 
 Mr Hall reported that  documents from Central Government regarding the 
 draft process for the change to Unitary status including the number of 
 Councillors, ward boundaries and the timetable for elections had been 
 expected by the end of October but were still outstanding.  The first meeting 
 of a joint committee with representatives of the constituent authorities was 
 scheduled for later that week.  Reference was made to the work currently 
 being undertaking by the Somerset Rivers Authority to widen a stretch of the 
 river Sowy near Othery which then flows into King’s Sedgemoor Drain.  The 
 lock gates at  Dunball which control the flow from the Drain to the river Parrett 
 were due to be replaced.              

(Mr Hall left the meeting). 
 

50.  District Councillor’s Report. 
 Ms Perry reminded the meeting that grants between £500 and £2,500 could 
 be sought from the District Council by individuals, sports and community 
 groups for specific projects.  It was not known how much longer the funds 
 would be available.  
 
51.  Planning Matters 

a)  Application 04/21/00008 
Proposal:  Variation of Condition 2 (plans list) of Planning   
   Permission 04/19/00001 (Erection of 8 No. dwelling  
   houses on site of existing agricultural buildings to be  
   demolished.) to amend the site layout, site levels and  
   approved design of the dwellings.  
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Location:  The Old Farmhouse, 1 New Road, Bawdrip, TA7 8PT. 
Applicant:  R & K Building Limited. 
 
After a discussion it was agreed that no comment be made on the 
application as submitted other than to recommend that an assurance be 
obtained that the bridleway is not affected by the development.   

(District Councillor Ms Perry was absent from the room  
whilst the above item was discussed). 

 
b)  Decisions notified by Local Planning Authority – None.   

 
52.  The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee – Provision of Commemorative Mugs.
 Members viewed a sample commemorative bone china mug which could be 
 customised to include the name of the Parish Council.  The product was being 
 marketed for Councils to provide as a gift to children resident in their Parish 
 and/or for general sale.  The mugs were only available in boxes of 36 with an 
 expected delivery time of 28 days.  There was agreement that in principle this 
 was an appropriate way to mark the occasion, distribution could be linked with 
 village events taking place over the celebration period 2nd – 5th June 2022.  
 The topic would be discussed in greater detail at a future meeting. 

 
53. Financial Matters. 
 a) The following payments were approved:-  
  i) Eurimex Fencing & Construction – Fencing - £2,520.00 (£2,100 +  
   £420.00 VAT) – Cheque No. 655. 
  ii) Royal British Legion – Donation Poppy Wreath Remembrance Service 
   - £50.00 – Cheque No. 656. (Made under the Provision of Section 137 
   of the Local Government Act 1972).  
 

b) Bank Reconciliation Statement – 30th September 2021. 
The Clerk presented a bank reconciliation statement as at 30th September 
2021 together with supporting papers. These were examined by Members 
and agreed as correct.  

  
c) Other Financial Matters - None 
  

54. Distribution of Correspondence 
 Before the pandemic it was customary for the Clerk to prepare a bundle of 
 relevant correspondence received since the previous meeting. The papers 
 would  be circulated between Members in a box file.  However, the volume of 
 hard copy correspondence received had substantially reduced; most 
 information was now received and disseminated via email. There was 
 agreement that in order to keep a record of information circulated, a report 
 listing the items forwarded would be presented at Parish Council meetings.  
 Items such Journals and trade catalogues would be made available to 
 Members upon request.       
 
55. Roads and Footpaths. 

a) Intended Road Sign  
Mr Clarke reported that recently workmen had arrived with the intention 
erecting a “Dead End” road sign outside his home. When it was pointed 
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out that such information was false for that location the men left.  The 
Parish Council had not made a request for such a sign to be erected 
anywhere in the Parish.     

   
b) Inconsiderate Parking. 

Members were aware of incidents where due to inconsiderate parking, 
vehicles had obstructed and in some cases blocked the free movement of 
traffic. The Chairman agreed to approach the local Police Community 
Support Officer.  

 
56. Parish Council Meetings 2022. 

The Clerk sought guidance on the dates for holding Parish Council meetings 
in 2022.  There was agreement that the Council wished to continue to hold 
meetings, starting at 7.30pm on the first Tuesday of the month with the 
exceptions of January (second Tuesday) and the usual recess in August.  The 
Clerk would contact the bookings secretary to see if the Parish Hall was 
available on the preferred dates and report back to the next meeting.    

  
57. Topics for future Meetings –  Future Environmental Projects  
            Review of Standing Orders 
            Pylons 
   
58. Date of next Meeting – Tuesday, 7th December 2021 at 7.30 pm.  
 
 
Meeting Closed 8.56 pm 
 
 
 
Chairman 


